
2011 Pinot Noir, Carneros 

Las Brisas vineyard 

VINEYARD NOTES 

The Carneros AVA was an early pioneer in the production of Pinot Noir in California, with Francis Mahoney, 
proprietor of Mahoney Vineyards, an influential contributor to the study of Pinot Noir clones in the appella-
tion.  Mahoney’s 30 years of clonal trails, and work with UC Davis, has helped him to understand some of the 
hundreds of clonal variations, as well as develop his own stellar vineyards.  Las Brisas Vineyard, part of the 
Mahoney Estate, translates to “the breezes” and sits on the Sonoma side of the appellation.  It is named for  
the winds that drive morning fog from the vineyards and bring in cooling breezes in the late afternoon.  The 
predominantly clay soils of Carneros are shallow, this combined with the influences of the nearby San Pablo 
Bay, yield remarkable fruit year after year. 

TASTING NOTES 

The beautiful ruby color is complemented by aromas of bing cherry, tart berry, strawberry, dried lavender 
and damp forest floor.  The palate is complex with layers of fresh cherries, pomegranate, oolong tea and 
crushed earth.  The finish is elegant with subtle notes of nutmeg and cedar, refined tannins and bright acidity. 
 
TECHNICAL NOTES 

Varietal: 100% Pinot Noir 
Appellation: Carneros 
Vineyard: Las Brisas 
Clones:  Swan, 667 
Harvest: 9/15 
Brix: 23.2 
TA: 5.4 g/L 
pH: 3.44 
Alcohol: 13.7 
Method:  85% de-stemmed, 15% whole cluster, cold 
soaked for 5 days in stainless before going through   
native fermentation.  Basket pressed when dry.  

Aging: 11 months sur lees in French oak barrels, 33% 
of which were new. 

Cases produced: 174 

Retail: $38 / bottle 
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“THE WINDS OF SONOMA LENT US OUR NAME.  BE IT A STEADY BREEZE OR A FIRM GUST, AN ANABATIC 

WIND IS ONE THAT BLOWS UP THE HILLS OF A VINEYARD DURING CALM AND SUNNY WEATHER.”                

                    —JOHN SWEAZEY, PROPRIETOR 


