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winemaker notes

 variety: 96% syrah, 4% zinfandel  
 appellation: Alexander Valley
 harvest date: September 5th, 2008
 degrees brix at harvest: 27.9
 ph: 3.86
 alcohol: 14.5%

vinification notes: This incredible syrah was crushed and destemmed before fermenting on the skins  
for 13 days in a submerged cap tank. The wine was pressed and barreled down in a combination of  
French and American oak barrels. Aging occurred in our wine cave for 16 months.

sensory notes: The 2008 vintage of this syrah is an example of both power and restraint in a wine.   
The nose exhibits candied cherry and intense savory spice, while the mouthfeel is satisfyingly thick  
yet silky smooth on the palate.  Syrah’s true character is revealed as flavors of dark plum and white  
pepper fade into a soft mocha finish.   

vineyard notes: Our premium Alexander Valley property, the Big River Ranch, is located on the boundary  
between the Alexander Valley and the Russian River valley. The hillside location is fortunate to have the cool  
nights and foggy mornings typical of the Russian River Valley, while also warming up later in the day to  
provide the warmth for development of full-bodied flavors in the grapes.  

vintage synopsis: Though yields were down, the 2008 growing season was a rewarding one for winegrowers  
in Sonoma County. As is often the case in low-yielding vintages, 2008 produced riper and more complex wines.  
A few heat spikes had wineries scrambling, but the return of cool weather and fog allowed the lion’s share of  
the fruit to remain on the vine long enough to develop full, ripe flavors.

cellar recommendation: Enjoy this wine from 2011-2018

retail price:  $40  Strictly limited production.  Only 600 cases produced. 
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