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winemaker notes

 variety:	 100% zinfandel 
	 appellation:	 Dry Creek Valley

	 harvest date:	 September 5th 	
	 degrees brix at harvest:	 27.1

	 ph:	 3.57

	 alcohol:	 14.0%

vinification notes:	Fruit was destemmed, crushed, and then fermented in closed top tanks, with 

pumpovers performed twice daily. The wine was left on the skins until nearly dry, and barreled down  

to finish secondary fermentation. Aging occurred in a combination of 20 percent new French and 

American oak barrels for 10 months.

sensory notes:	Offering an ethereal contrast to some of the valley’s weightier zinfandels, the 

legendary Maple Vineyard has yielded a lush, wonderfully delicate and balanced expression of the  

varietal. Beginning with a subtly floral bouquet, aromas of jasmine, honey and rhubarb segue to  

enticing flavors of strawberry jam and cinnamon spice. This wine is wonderful on its own, or as  

an accompaniment to lightly spiced meat dishes..

vineyard notes:	Tom and Tina Maple’s benchland property yields some of the most exceptional zinfandel 

in Sonoma County. These dry-farmed, head-trained vines are heavily thinned to yield only the ripest fruit 

at harvest. Dry Creek’s warm climate lends robust fruitiness to the wine, while the red clay loam of the 

valley’s bench adds elegant structure.

vintage synopsis:	Though yields were down, the 2008 growing season was a rewarding one for wine-

growers in Sonoma County. As is often the case in low-yielding vintages, 2008 produced riper and more 

complex wines.  A few heat spikes had wineries scrambling, but the return of cool weather and fog 

allowed the lion’s share of the fruit to remain on the vine long enough to develop full, ripe flavors.

cellar recommendation:	Best from late 2010 to 2014.

retail price:		$38  Strictly limited production.  Only 425 cases produced. 

2008	
Maple Vineyards 

dry creek valley zinfandel


