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winemaker notes

 variety:  80% petite sirah, 20% zinfandel

 appellation: Alexander Valley

 harvest dates: October 8th, 2010 

 degrees brix at harvest: 26.4 

 ph: 3.5

 alcohol: 14.6% 

 maturation: 12 months in French and American oak

vinification notes: Petite sirah fruit was destemmed and crushed, and fermentation was carried out in 

closed-top tanks, with pumpovers performed twice daily. 10% of the lot was whole-cluster fermented. The 

wine was pressed off before dryness to avoid extracting too much tannin from the thick petite sirah skins. 

Fermentation was completed, and the wine was barreled down and aged in a combination of French and 

American oak for 12 months. 

 

sensory notes: This wine delivers all of the intensity, concentration and color that is expected from a 

great petite sirah, while still allowing more subtle fruit characteristics to shine through.  The tannins are 

present, but they are soft textured and well structured, accentuating the depth and lushness of the dark 

berry, licorice and smoke notes that coat the palate.

vineyard notes: One of the Alexander Valley’s defining vineyards, Big River Ranch possesses ideal red 

gravelly loam soils and 360-degree sun exposure that contribute to perfect ripeness. At the same time,  

the unique cooling influence of the Russian River extends hangtime and preserves acidity, adding depth 

and complexity to the coveted fruit coming off our petite sirah vines.

vineyard details:
clone: Petite  rootstock: St. George

vine spacing: 6' x 8'  elevation: 400 ft. 

years planted: 2005 trellising style: VSP

irrigation: Minimal drip soil type: Sandy Loam 

yield: 4 tons per acre

cellar recommendation: Enjoy this wine from 2013-2019. 

retail price: $38 Strictly limited production. Only 350 cases produced.
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