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winemaker notes

 variety: 94% zinfandel, 6% petite sirah 
 appellation: Alexander Valley

 harvest dates: September 30th, 2010 
 degrees brix at harvest: 25.3 

 ph: 3.37

 alcohol: 14.7%

vinification notes: Fruit from the Big River Ranch was handpicked at optimal ripeness before being  

crushed and destemmed. A 12-day fermentation took place in a submerged-cap tank for full extraction  

of the grape skins, before being pressed and barreled down for 12 months of aging in French and  

American oak, 15% new. 

sensory notes: This is a dark and luscious expression of Big River zin that boasts aromas of sweet  

cola and earthy mocha. On the palate, flavors of dark blackberry and savory spice dominate. Though  

rich and substantial, with a solid tannin structure, this wine is impeccably balanced, and offers a long,  

lingering finish. 

vineyard notes: Located on a hillside above the Russian River, the Big River Ranch is a unique property  

in terms of location, climate and vine age. The backbone of this zinfandel is 14 acres of 110-year-old vines. 

Vine age limits the yields and provides shockingly dark and perfectly ripe fruit. Big River boasts the deep 

red soils and hot summer days that give the Alexander Valley its stellar reputation for big, complex wines. 

Big River also benefits from a coastal cooling effect and early-morning fog from the nearby Russian River 

Valley. The result is longer “hangtime” for the coveted fruit from these ancient vines. 

vineyard details:
clone: Heritage Clone  rootstock: St. George

vine spacing: 8' x 8'  elevation: 250 ft.

year planted: 1905  pruning style: Head-pruned

soil type: Sandy loam  irrigation: Dry-farmed

yield per acre: 1.5-2.0 tons  location: Alexander Valley

cellar recommendation: Enjoy this wine from 2012-2016.

retail price: $38. Strictly limited production.
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