
Bella Vineyards and Wine Caves | 9711 West Dry Creek Road | Healdsburg, California 95448 | 866.572.3552 % 707.473.9171 | fax 707.473.9420 | bellawinery.com

winemaker notes

 variety: 95% zinfandel, 5% petite sirah 
 appellation: Dry Creek Valley
 harvest dates: October 2nd-15th, 2011
 degrees brix at harvest: 25.6
 ph: 3.57
 alcohol: 14.8% 
 maturation: 12 months in a combination of French and American oak, 20% new

vinification notes: This zinfandel was crushed and destemmed before undergoing a 12-day fermentation in a 
submerged-cap tank. Aging occurred in a combination of French and American oak barrels, 20% being new. 
 
sensory notes: This vintage of Hills and Benches perfectly captures the balanced, approachable style of zin  
that the Dry Creek Valley is famous for. Aromas of ripe plum and savory spices lead into expansive flavors of 
bright Bing cherry and tart rhubarb, as well as darker berry notes from our hillside plantings at Lily Hill.  
A solid base of fine tannins gives this wine the structure to be a versatile food wine. 
 
vineyard notes: The concept behind this wine is the artful blending of hillside and benchland fruit. At our  
estate vineyard, perched above the north end of the Dry Creek Valley, provides the dark, concentrated fruit  
that only rugged, “stressed” hillside vines can produce. The “Bench” comes from nearby benchland properties, 
where riverbed soils that have been pushed up over millennia give the zin vines a more nutrient-rich home  
that expresses the more vibrant, red-fruit driven side of the varietal.

vineyard details:
clone: Various  rootstock: St. George/110R
vine spacing: Various  elevation: 200-600 ft.
year planted: 1960-1995  pruning style: Various
soil type: Various  irrigation: Minimal drip
yield per acre: 1.5-3 tons  location: Dry Creek  Valley

cellar recommendation: Drink from 2013 through 2018.
retail price: $35.  Strictly limited production.  

2011  
Hills and BencHes   

zinfandel2011 Lily Hill zin - 3.76 pH,  14 months 
in a combination of French and Ameri-
can Oak barrels, 20% new

2011 Hills and Benches zin - 3.57 pH, 
12 months in a combination of French 
and American Oak barrels, 20% new


